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Frequently Asked Questions 
Q1: What do the three countywide ambitions mean?
A1: 

Growing the economy means supporting businesses to be more successful, improving people's skills, making sure there are lots of good jobs in Kent, providing apprenticeships and other training opportunities for young people

Tackling disadvantage means a good quality of life for everyone, providing choice and quality in health and social care, a good start in life for all children, helping unemployed people get back into work, bringing run-down areas back to life

Putting the citizen in control means involving people in making decisions, encouraging more people to volunteer, designing services to meet the needs of people who use them, tackling crime and antisocial behaviour

Q2: What is the Kent Forum?

A2: Kent Forum is a partnership of the councils that provide services to the people of Kent. It works with other organisations that provide services in Kent, such as Police and health. Kent Forum is responsible for agreeing shared priorities across Kent and monitoring performance towards them. It responds to the needs of local communities and businesses. It is the owner of Vision for Kent and is responsible for making sure that Kent makes good progress towards the three countywide ambitions. To find out more, visit www.kentforum.org.uk

Q3: Where did the three countywide ambitions come from?

A3: The countywide ambitions are a result of many partners who deliver services in Kent coming together to identify the big things that will make Kent a better place to live and work over the next 10 years. They are the areas where partners agree we need to see most improvement. Partners have been working together for over a year to develop and refine the ambitions, based on what we know about Kent’s needs and aspirations.

Q4: Why do we need shared ambitions and a partnership strategy, and why now?

A4: In Kent, a huge number of separate organisations contribute to making Kent the place that it is through the services and support they provide. Some of these organisations work all over the county, and others are focussed very locally. The three ambitions set out the priorities for all organisations to work towards. We will make better use of our resources if we focus together on these big shared ambitions. The previous ‘Vision for Kent’ was written in 2006, and needs to be updated because Kent is facing different challenges now and we need to respond to these. 
Q5: What are we consulting on and why?

A5: The three countywide ambitions are broad, and there are many things that partners could do to deliver them. Vision for Kent sets out some actions to deliver each ambition, which partners think are important. We want the people of Kent to tell us which of these are most important to them. We are also asking the people of Kent if there are any other actions that partners must take to achieve the ambitions. The feedback you give us will influence the way we set about achieving the ambitions for Kent at this important time, as public services are reformed and realigned against smaller budgets and national policy changes.

Q6: How can people give their feedback?

A6: By completing the consultation survey, either on the back of the leaflet or at www.kentforum.org.uk.

Q7: What will happen to the feedback?

A7: It will be analysed and reported back to Kent Forum. Kent Forum and the other partners it works with will use the feedback when developing action plans and will get on with delivering the services, projects and initiatives that will achieve the ambitions. Kent Forum will also use the feedback to produce the final version of Vision for Kent for partners to sign up to. 

If you provide your email or postal address with your response, we will send you an update on what has happened after the consultation has ended.

Q8: What difference will I see to my services / Kent as a result of this consultation?

A8: The three countywide ambitions look 10 years into the future and set the long-term direction for Councils and other partners. You may not see changes straight away. But by responding to the consultation and telling us what you think is most important, you are helping to influence what partners do and how they provide services to you. 

Q9: We know that Councils and other partners have to make cuts to services. What difference will this consultation make? 
A9: Councils and other partners have difficult decisions to make. By letting them know what you think is most important, this will help them to make these decisions.

Q10: How does this consultation link with other consultations that are going on in Kent at the moment?

A10: This consultation asks specific questions about the three countywide ambitions. Other consultations will ask other questions, perhaps about a specific service or decision. You can respond to as many consultations as you like. If you feel that there is overlap, or more that you want to say on a specific issue, you can write this in your answers to the survey for this consultation.

Q11: How can people find out more?

A11: Visit www.kentforum.org.uk. You can also email kentforum@kent.gov.uk or call the Kent Forum Support Team on 01622 694122 (all these details are on the leaflet.)
